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WI cannot be too ſolicitous to correct the 
errors of a profeſſion, which has nothing leſs 
* dhan the reſtitution of health, or the preſer- 
vation of life for its objects. The practice of 
phyſic, you well know, Sir, in its moſt im- 
proved ſtate, is often ineffectual to attain theſe 
| important ends ; and when this happens, we 


4 can only lament the uncertainty of a defective 
art. Failures of this kind are, however, blame- 
„ leſs, becauſe they are involuntary: but if a 
* phyſician ſuffers the inter poſition of any pri- 

vate view, to fruſtrate the utility of what is 
| | really known, he gives a ſhock to humanity, 
: . and deſerves the ſevereſt cenſures. An impe- 
1 rious opinion of one's own ſkill is often the 
5 cauſe of errors of this nature. A great repu- 
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2 A LETTER TO 

tation inetines us to difapprove, of any dico - 
very which is not of our own acquiſition. We 
are too apt to make our own knowledge the 
criterion of perfection. But it ſhould be re- 
membered, that when an art is imperfect, it is 
of courſe improveable, and that one may diſ- 
cover, what may have eſcaped the greateſt pe- 
netration and judgment of another. A con- 
ſtant, an honeſt inclination, therefore, of warm- 
ly embracing every probable means of effecting 
the great intentions of the profeſſion, ſhould 
always actuate a phyſician. The greateſt abi- 
lities, Sir, have but a partial pretenſion to fame, 
where this inclination is wanting — they may 
Taiſe the admiration of the world; but it is the 
relief of patients that muſt make them reſpec- 
table. | 


It 15.30 o pleaſure. to me, Sir, that I have an 
occabonto addreſs in this-public manner a'gen- 
tleman of your diſtinguiſhed eminence in the 
profeſſion : but your extraordinary conduct in 
a late unfortunate event obliges me to intro- 
duce to public view circumſtances that affect 
both our characters. 


Some ſucceſs which has happily attended my 
treatment of cancers of the breaſts, and other 
parts, being known to perſons of diſtinction, I 
had the honor to be recommended by a lady 
of quality to attend the late Lady Holland. 

| "8 


* 


Da. WILLIAM HUNTER 3 


As you then viſited her Ladyſhip, it was ſub- 


mitted to your determination, whether the rea- 


ſon of my recommendation was worthy of your 
attention, or their expectations. Vou objected 
to the propoſal of the noble friends of the de- 
ceaſed lady, who had nothing in view but the 
moſt affectionate wiſhes for her Ladyſhip' s re- 
lief. You ſaid on that occaſion, Sir, That 
© you thought it would be highly imprudent to 
admit a ſtranger; that I might increaſe her 
& Ladyſhip's pain; and that you did not think it 
« poſſible, that any relief could be obtained.” 
Theſe opinions of a phyſician, eminently 
diſtinguiſhed in the profeſſion, could not fail of 
anſwering their purpoſes. The idea of more 
pain, to a lady already in extreme torture, join- 
ed with the word franger, alarmed the appre- 
henſions of her Ladyſhip's friends, and effectu- 
ally prevented my being conſulted in ſo impor- 


tant an affair. An affair, Sir, in which your 


reputation was ſo highly concerned, that even 
from motives of .common 'prudence, it might 


be naturally ſuppoſed, you would have care- 
Fully avoided every imputation that could in 


the leaſt affect your character. 


In conſequence of your objections, Lady 
Mary F=x waited on the lady, by whom I 


had the honour to be recommended, and, after 


e her Ladyſhip thanks, related your 
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diſapprobation of my aſſiſtance. Were the mo- 
tives of your conduct confined to yourſelf, 1 
| ſhould be filent on the ſubject: but as they 
have an extenſive influence in the profeſſion, 
and may in ſome inſtances prove deſtructive to 
ſociety, it becomes abſolutely neceſſary to ſub- 
ject them to public obſervation. Previous, 
however, to any particular animadverfions, I 
am under the neceſſity of relating the following 
well- authenticated fact, becauſe it was the very 
reaſon of my being ſo warmly propoſed. The 
public will then be enabled to determine, whe- 
ther your oppoſition to me, Sir, was confiftent 
with that humanity and care which ſhould con- 
ſtantly influence the practice of a phyfician, 

In the year 1767, M. S., a lady in the coun- 
try, perceived ſome ſmall eruptions in ſeveral 
parts of the ſkin. Dr. Bates, a phyfician eſteem- 
ed in the neighbourhood, preſcribed a lotion. 
Afterwards, by the advice of Mr. Edmonds, a 
ſkilful ſurgeon, a quickſilver girdle was worn. 
This was perſiſted in a conſiderable time, ane 
the eruptions diſappeared. 


In the year 1768 many eruptions reappeared 
and were troubleſome on any conſiderable mo- 
tion or exerciſe. Several medicines being ad- 
miniſtered without any benefit, the lady was 
| adviſed to go to Brighthelmſtone, to bathe in 

the ſea and drink ſalt water. She likewiſe 

IO 18 3 8 
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bathed at a certain period, which, though very 
hazardons, has been too often adviſed by un- 
ſkilful practitioners near the ſea. | 

Theſe methods produced a great relaxation 
without curing the eruptions, and probably 
laid the foundation of thoſe complaints, which 
afterwards became ſo dangerous and alarming. 
A pain was ſoon felt near the neck of the wefica 


nrinaria; and this was ſucceeded by a ſwelling, 


which frequently ſuppreſſed the urine. 

From this time the ſymptoms became more 
violent; the pain in the tumor was ſo exqui- 
fite, that the lady was. frequently deprived of 
reſt, Dr. Bates preſcribed the common uterine 


remedies, judiciouſly thinking, as I have been 


informed by the family, the caſe to be an ulcer 
of the bladder, or a ſchirrus of the uterus, 


Theſe complaints gradually increaſed for two 


or three years; and the lady finding no relief 


from any remedy which was preſcribed by the 
medical gentlemen of the county in which ſhe 
refided, it was thought neceſſary to conſult 
another phyſician. Dr. Smith, a gentleman of 
diſtinguiſhed eminence, and one of our profeſ- 


ſors in the univerfity of Oxford, was accord- 


ingly conſulted. 


At this time the lady was incapable 4 uſing 


any exerciſe without pain. The urine was 


ſometimes ſuppreſſed; at others, it iſſued in- 


B 3 voluntarily, 
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voluntarily, commonly occafioning great unea- 
ſineſs. There was a ſanious diſcharge, which 


was conſiderable, and ſharp darting pains like 


labor. Dr. Smith preſcribed as follows : 


B. Emuls, commun. fine ſacch. ppt. Ziſs. 
Sperm. cet. in muc. g. Arab. ſolut. 
Terr, rub. briſtol. ſubtiliſs, levigat. f 
Bals. Canadens. ſolut. az 9 i 
Tinct. Stypt. Eaton. ver. 
Cinnam, | TETTENITS | 7 
Syr. alth. a 3 m. f. Hauſt. ſumend. 6 quaq. hora. 
Bibat aq. pyrmont. rec. cyath. temp. inter, Hauſt. 
med. addendo primo chalyb. ſolu, in . eydon. 
rec. coch. i. vel minim. "> 
For M. 8. þ 8. Oxford. 


Oct. 26, 1 772. 


Theſe remedies not in the leaſt alleviating 
the ſymptoms, the ſame gentleman was again 


conſulted. The following is an authentic copy 


of his letter on this occaſion, to Mr. Edmonds, : 
ſurgeon, at Wendover, the original of which 1 
have in my poſſeſſion. . 


66 SIR, 


« Tam ſorry for the account you give of 
ce our patient; it is not improbable but the 
ce ſteel may be a little too rough an aſtringent 
for her. I was deſirous of attempting ſome- 
ce thing more than barely to palliate, and ſtill 
e am unwilling to give up the attempt; at the 

£ ſame 
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« ſame time I wiſh, moſt fi ncerely, that M. S. 

© could be conveyed to town, in order to have 
« 4 conſultation of the moſt eminent phyſi- 
& cians and ſurgeons upon her caſe. They 
probably may be able to find out, by ex- 
© amining carefully the urinary paſſages with 
* leaden or wax candle, or bougie, exactly 
ce the ſeat of the complaint, which is a cir- 
* cumſtance of great importance; mean while 
cc ſhe may take as follows: 


* 
2 


B. Pulv. e Tragacanth, comp. 
Sperm, cet, pulv. 
G. olib. pulv. a 
8 Tetr. rub. Briſtol, ſubtiliſs. lævigat az 3ij. cum ſyrup, 
alth. q. s. f. electar. cujus capiat, 8 M. mane. me- 
ridie. & nocte. | | 
Superbib. decoct. ſeq. Ziij. vel itij. : 
B. Decoct. pectoral q. s. coquend. 
Addendo fol. tuſſilag 
Heder. terreſtr. aa Zij. Rad helen Zis colat thi, 


B.. Elect. lenitiv. 3j. 
Magnes. alb. : 
| Flor, ſulph. lot. 44 aa Ji). m. & cum, 
yr. ros. ſolut. f. electar. cujus capiat 3 j. vel ij. 
In alvi nimia aſtrictione. 


„ Aﬀes milk, freſh whey, and milk dict 

© in general, are certainly proper. The Pyr- 

« mont water may be drank ad libitum, pro- 

* vided it does not occaſion the cling of 
« milk in the ſtomach. 


>» 8 9 4 have 


ä A LETTER TO ITY 
I haye been looking into Boerhaave, Hoff 
* man, Sauvage, and others, for ſome light in 


& this very troubleſome caſe, but can find no- 
& thing greatly to my ſatisfa&tion, Milk diet, 


* ſoft mucilages, balſam copaiba, ſulphureous 


«© waters. Theſe are the principal things recom - 
* mended. I cannot conclude without wiſhing 
«© again, that a conſultation may be had, and 
* the ſooner the better. I am, Sir, with beſt 
de wiſhes for our patient's recovery, and com- 
0e pliments to the family, 
6 S1n, ; 
* Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


J. SMITH-” 
Nov. 6, W773: 


After the patient had PIO bas four- 
teen days in this plan, without any rehef, the 
family, according to the advice of Dr. Smith, 
carefully removed the lady to London, to a 


houſe in Taviſtock Street. The great reputa- 
tion, Sir, which you have acquired from your 


extenſive practice in feminine diſeaſes, induced 


her friends to conclude it expedient to apply to 


you, in a caſe which had ſuch affinity with that 
branch of practice for which you have been fo 
eminently diſtinguiſhed. 


When you was conſulted, you immediately 


declared the caſe to be a ſehirrus and cancerous 


ulcer 


» 
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| ulcer of the uterus, and PO the fol. 
lowing ; 
5 For M. S. 


B. Aq. Menth. pip. Simp. Ziſs. 
G. Arab. 3ij. f 


Tind, Thebaic. gutt. xxv. M. hauſt. h. S. Sumend, 
ne The ieh 3 
AX e William Hunter. 


This firſt preſeription, Sir, it is evident, was 
only intended as a palliative, to act by its opiate 
qualities, and was by no means calculated to 
remove ſuch an inveterate diſtemper. 
From perceiving the caſe very dangerous, 
you adviſed a conſultation. Dr. Fothergill met 

| you the next day; and, after a deliberate ex- 


amination of the caſe, the foltowihg preſcrip- 
tion was written; 


5. Bak 6h thee} 36. 
G. Arab. Jy. 
Tin&, Thebaie gutt. xxv. M. £. hauſt, 
Hac nocte ſumend, & craſtina repetend. 8 
B. Aq. Pure, 
L — Cinnam, ten. aa 3j. 
Ol. Ricini 31), 
G. Arab. 3ſs. Syr Simp. q. S. f. hauſt. cras primo ſy 
mend, & poſt horas iv repetend, fi opus fuerit. 
R. Aq. Menth. pip, ſimp. rj. 
| —— Spirit 306. 
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inteſtines gently lax, and to counteraCt the 
aſtringent qualities of the pf¹m; for a coſtive - 


tempted to cure the diſeaſe. 


Fothergill met and conſulted again on the caſe, 
' You then preſcribed, ; 


1d TA -LETTEAR.TS .::* 


| Gyr. Crod Zij. 911101 | 
Tinct. Thebaic gutt. 41. M. capiat coch ij. urgente 
nauſea. 
r 
24 1772 RE initials of | : 
11 William Hunter. 


J᷑0b Fothergill 


We gin "Bi from theſe preſcriptions, that no- 
thing more was intended, than to palliate the 
ſymptoms. 

The opiates, as I obſerved before, were pre- 
ſeribed ta eaſe pain; the ol. Ricini, to keep the: 


neſs immediately followed yaur firſt preſcrip- 
tion, The mixture, with the mint water, was. 
ordered for a ſickneſs of the ſtomach and vo- 
miting, which the pains had occaſioned, which. 
is a concomitant ſymptom from ſympathy. of. 
parts. At this time, then, no method was at- 


On the 26th of November, you 40 Dr. 


B. Aq. Menth. pip. Simp. Ziſs. 
Tinct. Thebaic gutt x. 
G. Arab Jij. f. hauſt. omni nocte ſumend, 
Cris mane capiat hauſt. cu. ol. Ricini. : py 
Præſeript. & diebus alternis repet, 


Dn. WILLIAM HUNTER. . 1» 


Addendo ol. Ricini 3j. vel Zij ſi opus Wen 
Pergat in uſu Julepi præſcripti pro renata. 


| 7 js 
26 a 8 8 0 | The initials for 
7 1772 | 5 Wi iam Hunter. 
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The ſame plan we Bid,” was perſiſted in, 
though not the leaſt relief had been obtained. 
On the 26th, you and Dr. Fothergill met again 
in conſultation, and preſctibed a as follows + J 


Repet. hauſt. aro Abi noviffime = omni nofte 
ſumend. 


B. Extract, Cicutæ Zij. f. vil. xxx (non — capiar 
ægra. ij. meridie ij. veſperi, & 11j. h. ſ. 


R. Rad. Sarſaparil. ifs coq. in aq. pur. Ib. ĩſs ad w. i. cola- 
tur: adde aq. nuc. moſch. 3j. capt. coch viij. poſt pil. 
præſcript meridie & veſperi. H. S. capiat hauſt. anodyn. 
poſt eaſdem pilulas. 

B. Ag. puræ 3x. 

— nuc moſch. 3j. 

Magnes. Alb. 

Troch. de ſulph. aa 3s. f. hauſt. 

Sumend. mane, quotidie eds Tin. Jalap gutt. 
xxx vel XL loco aq. nuc. moſch. ſi alvus quotidie non 


reſponderit. | 
| S: WAH: 1 
29 : The initials for 
7 $743 | William Hunter, 


Fohn Fothergill. 
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We now find that the hemlock, that faſhion- 
able and deſtructive drug, is exhibited, but 
without the leaſt advantage; it, however, ena- 
bles us to draw this concluſion, that the caſe 
was treated as a cancer. Soon after the lady had 
taken the hemlock, a giddineſs of the head was 
complained of, and a loſs of memory was the 
conſequence, which continued a confiderable 
time. 


Theſe laſt eee were nerfiſted i. in till 
the 7th of December, during which time the 
ſymptoms became more violent; the lady con- 
tinued in extreme miſery, and her memory be- 
eame ſo much impaired, that ſhe could ſcarce 
recollect any tranſaction one minute paſt. This 
laſt complaint I muſt attribute to the hemlock, 
beeauſe IJ have known ſeveral inſtances where 
this noxious drug has produced fimilar effects ; 


and one in particular, where it brought on coma- 


toſe ſymptoms, and inconteſtibly proved fatal. 
I could here animadvert on the impropriety of 
the foregoing preſcriptions ; but it is ſufficient | 
at this time to obſerve, that they were not ſue- 
ceſsful. 

On the 7th of December, in conſultation 
with Dr. Fothergill, you preſcribed, 


B. Julep. e Creta cum dimid. ſacch Jifs, 
Amyl. vulg. Ziſs. 
Aq. cin. ten. 3. 
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Tinct. Theb. gutt. ij. f. hauſt. 8 va quaq - i 
mend. H. S. repetatur hauſt. anodyn, præſeript. 


W. H. J. F. 
7 | The initials of 
= 1772 * William Hunter. 
N Jobn Fothergill. 


On the 10th, Dr. Fothergill viſited the pa- 


tient, and ordered, 


B. Julep. e Creta 3x. 
Aq. Cin. Spirit. Zils. | | | 
Pulv. Rhei gr. vij. f. hauſt. quamprimum ſumendus. 
Deinde pergat in uſu hauſt. e Creta przſcript, horis octa- 
vis. addend. ſingul. P. nuc. moſch tor. gr. vij. H. S. Capt. 
hauſt. anodyn. præſcript. 


8 J. F. 
ii 0 | The initials of 
John Fothergill, 


Theſe cretaceous preparations, joined with 
gentle cardiacs, were intended to relieve a diar- 
rhœa, that probably aroſe from an irritation in 
the rectum, which was afterwards productive 
of an ulcer in that inteſtine. 


On the 14th of December you conſulted Dr. 


Fothergill a fifth time, and then found that 


every ſymptom had increaſed fince you and Dr. 
F othergill 1 had attended the patient, 


This ill ſucceſs, joined with ſome additional 


programs, which. you and Dr. Fothergill con- 
cluded 
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cluded were very alarming and. dangerous, in⸗ 
duced you candidly to acknowledge your ina- 


bilities to relieye the lady. You declared to 


Captain S., the brother of the patient, in the 
preſence of many other friends and relations, 


that the diſorder was abſolutely incurable. Dr. 


Fothergill was of the ſame opinion. On your 
being queſtioned by a lady preſent, who had a 
fincere affection for the patient, how long you 
thought M. S. would live, you anſwered, it 
was impoſſible to determine that; but you ex- 
preſſed in a pathetic manner, that you was ſen- 
fibly affected on a reflection, that ſhe would ſuf- 
fer extreme miſery before her departure. You 
then, Sir, adviſed, that ſhe ſhould be removed 


with all poffible care into the country. 


'The laſt preſcription is as follows: 


Perſiſtat in uſu hauſt. anodyn. præſcript. fi alvus ad- 
irifta fuerit, man? capt. aq. purg. (Jeſſopens dict.) 3vj. 
vel Zviij. * Þ * ad alvum ſemel yr ſubmoven- 


dum. 
o Pio © Ay 
14 | 8 The initials of 
= I William, Hunter. 
* * Jobn Fotbergill 


. e oro hed. were MONET 
inadequate to the cure of ſuch an obſtinate 
diſeaſe : but as it is the 'common, though 2 
moſt.” fatile © mode of practice, a deviation 

q from 
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from it, Ev, would have been condlered 
erroneous, as being oppoſite to the rules of art. 
Eſtabliſhed maxims, however contrary to deep 
philoſophical reaſoning, however unſucceſsful, 
are ſeldom relinquiſhed ; though the preſerva- 
tion of life is frequently dependent on it. 

1 ſhall now endeavor to bring to your recol- 
lection, a true ſtate of the lady's fituation at the 
time you and aur Fotbergill declined atten- 

dance, 


You may remember, Sir, that there was a 
ſchirrus of the uterus, which produced inex- 
preſſible and conſtant darting pains. There 
was a continual ſanious diſcharge of that com- 
plexion and fetor, which characteriſe a cance- 
rous ulcer; the patient was under the diſagree- 
able neceſſity of lying in bed, for the natural 
evacuation of the urine and feces, and both 
were attended with exquiſite pain, and a con- 
ſiderable quantity of acrimonious, purulent 
pus. From the laſt I concluded that there was 
an ulcer in the redtum. Theſe ſymptoms, after 
the adminiſtration of the opiates and cretaceous 
medicines, were accompanied with coſtiveneſs, 
the moſt excruciating pains, cold ſhiverings, 
nauſea, and ſometimes vomitings, loſs of me- 
mory, and a countenance which ſeemed to fore- 
tel a total diſſolution. So emaciated and ex- 
hauſted was the patient, n nature ſeemed too 


weak 
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weak to /affiſt the operation of any medicifie, 
A great part of the ſurface of the body was 
covered with fcorbutic eruptions ; her coun- 
tenance was ſqualid ; teeth black; and the 

leaſt motion, even from the bed to a ſopha, 
occaſioned the moſt painful ſenſations. At this 
time The Lord le Deſpencer did me the honor to 
recommend me, in [conſequence of ſucceſs in 
a caſe which his Lordſhip was acquainted with. 
At the requeſt of the brother, Captain S., 1 
viſited the lady on the 15th of December 1772. 
I examined minutely every circumſtance, and 
endeavored to gain a clear information of what 
had been attempted by you, and the other gen- 
tlemen who had been conſulted, and tranſmit- 
ted the whole immediately to paper, which was 
juſt as I have related it, 

A confideration of this complicated caſe 
diſpoſed me, however, to believe, there yet 
remained ſome hopes of relief, becauſe ſucceſs 
had aiready followed former attempts to re- 
move the recent ſchirrus of the uterus, though 
not in ſo very deſperate a caſe as the preſent. 
I reſolved, therefore, to adminiſter ſome reme- 
dies, which reaſon and experience induced me 
to think, were more adequate to the cure of 
ſuch inveterate complaints, than thoſe already 
preſoribed, or in common practice. I began 
with mild alteratives, in very ſmall doſes, and 
forbade the uſe of opiates, as their bad effects 

in 


br. WILLIAM HUNTER: 
in weakening, greatly overbalance: the little 
8 temporary relief they give. ? . 


"= B. Mercur. dule. duodecies cubl. præparat. & loti. n 
| _.  Sulpl. aurat. antimon . partes zquales, tere fimul in 
; mortario vitreo per xij. horas, f. pulvis. ö 


3 Hujus pulveris Dj. Confe&. damocrat. q. 5. t. püule 
S No xx. ſumat unam ter in die. 


B. Pulv. ſal. nitr. 

| Ethiop. min. aa 3ſs. M. accurate, multa trituratione, 
f. pulvis, dividendus in xx doſes, quarum capiat unam 
poſt ſingulam pilulam ex coch. ij. aquæ hordeatæ. 
Emulſio communis bibenda pro potu ordinario. 


* 
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Diet preferibed. 


All acids ind fruits to be avoided; 
Liquids of all ſorts to be uſed very ſpa- 
rivgly. 
All. ſpirituous and vinous liquors to be ab- 
* ſtained from. 


+ Light meats to be eaten for dinner if the 
ſtomach ſhould bear them. 


All vegetables and roots to be avoided, 


Obſervations. 


1. Acids diſagree with mineral alteratives ; 
the cauſes, themiſtry and phybology will aſ- 
8 certain. þ 


II. Large draughts of aqueous liquors relax 
8 the Coed, acting as a fomentation. 
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111, Spirituous and vinous liquors produce 
falſe ſpirits, cauſe heat, and retard digeſtion. 
iv. Light meats afford the beſt nouriſhment. 


SBS 


v. Vegetables, during digeſtion, increaſe fer- 
mentation and wind; theſe diſtending the in- 
teſtines, compreſs the diſeaſed parts, and caufe 
an increaſe of pain. 


Theſe new methods of treatment, which are 
diametrically oppoſite to molt in common uſe, 
produced ſuch excellent effects, that the coſ- 
tiveneſs was removed, and all the ſymptoms 
were alleviated in a fortnight, we 


The lady was then conveyed into the coun- 
try, and recovered daily. wt | 

In about one month ſhe could fit up three 
or four hours, though in the moſt inclement 
part of the winter; but could not ſtand with- 
out the ſupport of two perſons. 


2 


The pill was then increaſed to one grain and 
1 a half, quater in die, with the ſame powder, 
jt which was taken in jalep. e camphora. 

Afterward the pill was increaſed to two 
| grains, and the powder was given in the fol- 
4 lowing ſolution of cumrhor: 


| 

l | | B. Camphor. ils. 

I Amygdal. decorticat. 3ij. 
| ; Sacch. alb, Zifs, tere ſimul accurate deinde adde pn 
| tim aq. pur. Ibj. N. f. ſolutio. 0 


* 
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In about four months more, by continuing 
the ſame remedies, the lady recovered her me- 

mory perfectly, and every diſcharge had a more 
favourable appearance. The eruptions entirely 

diſappeared : appetite and natural reſt gradual- 
ly increaſed, which for ſome years before the 
patient had been deprived of. 


By a perſeverarice in the ſame medicines, and 
by gradually increaſing their doſes, a perfect 
cure was accompliſhed, in eleven months. 


The lady continues in perfect health, can 
ride on horſeback, walk up an aſcent, and uſe 
any moderate exerciſe, without the leaſt incon- 
venience. 


This, Sir, you well know, is a plain narra- 
tion of that caſe, for which I had the honor to 
be recommended by Lady A. to attend the late 

Lady Holland. | 


\ You were well acquainted, Sir, with my 
being conſulted in the caſe of M. S. You 
viſited that lady in Taviſtock Street, after ſhe 
became my patient, and knew the remedies 
adminiſtered. Upon your inquiring of Cap- 
tain S., whether I had poſitively pronounced 
the cafe curable, you were informed, that I 
had made no poſitive aſſertions, but expreſſed 
ſome hopes of ſucceſs. To this anſwer you 
honorably replied, © that you thought I had 
aged like @ man of candor and Judgement.” 


C's: You 
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You were perfectly well informed of my 
ſucceſs in the caſe of M. S. at the time I was 
propoſed to be conſulted by Lady Holland's 
friends, becauſe you had ſeen the Lady M. S. 


in perfect health, ſince the cure. Would it, 
then, have been inconſiſtent, either with the 


honor or integrity of a phyſician, to have af- 
ſented, nay, urged the neceſſity of my aſſiſtance ? 
The caſes, you, know, were ſimilar : but let us 
ſuppoſe, Sir, that you were unacquainted with 
the ſucceſsful treatment of that individual cafe ; 
did it not carry ſome appearance of a want of 
candor to oppoſe any other phyſician, from 
whom even the leaſt relief might have been 
expected; eſpecially when you had even relin- 
quiſhed all hopes of a cure, and had acknow- 
ledged yourſelf, in conjunction with Dr. Fother- 
gill, incapable of rendering any ſervice ? From 
your want of ſucceſs in M. S., you had every 


reaſon to conclude, that you ceuld be of no 


ſervice to Lady Holland. In a caſe, Sir, where 
extreme pain and danger Thould have awakened 


your ſenſibility, humanity for once fhould have 


overcome your pride, and prevented you from 
concluding, that the fruitleſs attempts of your 
own {kill was a ſufficient argument for the im- 
poſſibility of a cure. We have great cauſe, 


however, to lament, that many have fallen vic- 
tins to ſuck medical vanity. 


It was not derogatory to your character, that 
85 . | | | 1 you, 
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you, Dr. Fothergill, or the other phyſicians 
who were conſulted by M. S., were incapable 
of curing a cancer. It has been a univerſal 
maxim among both ancients and moderns, that 
ſuch diſorders were, in general, incurable. 
Hippocrates, Celſus, and the other ancients; 
Boerhaave, Hoffman, and the greateſt of the mo- 
derns, have all FORT the PINOY 
of it. 


Four reputation, Sir, was too well eſtabliſh- 
ed, to ſuffer any diminution from the ſucceſs 
of another; and, perhaps, this is the only in- 
ſtance where you have unfortunately violated 
your conſcience without increaſing your fame. 
I do not mean to aggravate the uneaſineſs an 
important, and, perhaps, wilful omiſſion muſt 
occaſion. I only wiſh, that this fatal example 
may teach you to regulate your future conduct, 
and bring to your recollection this uſeful truth; 
that a phyfician, though his reputation be ever 
Jo great, cannot always, by his own knozoledge, 
fulfil his duty to the public, or his patient. 


You know, Sir, that the moſt trifling cir- 
cumſtances have raiſed ſome phyſici icians and ſur- 
geons to the higheſt fame ; ſuch know well the 
impoſſibility of detection, and ſmile luxuriouſ- 

ly at the unſuſpicious credulity of mankind. 
I will hope, that you have raiſed your repu- 
tation on a more ſolid foundation, by ſuperior 
Cc 1 merit. 
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merit. If fo, I ſenſibly feel for you, pity you, 
and am concerned, that one who has arrived to 
every honor which can be annexed to our uſeful 
profeſſion, ſhould deſcend to hazard, in one 
moment, the labor of his whole life. If, how- 
ever, the injurious inſinuations of one phyſi- 
cian were only pointed againſt another, they 
would admit of ſome extenuation, for they 
might be termed illiberal: but when they af- 
fect the life of a patient, r mull be conſi- 


dered inhuman. 


For let us ſuppoſe, Sir, that 1 had been in- 
troduced, and had anſwered the expectations 
the noble friends of the deceaſed lady had ſome 


reaſon to entertain, would my ſucceſs, in giv- 


ing her ladyſhip relief, have diſturbed your 
tranquillity ? If, Sir, the gratification of a diſin- 
genuous diſpoſition was your abject, my failure 
in the attempt, which your ſuppoſed ſuperior 
abilities no doubt ſuggeſted, afforded' a proper 
occaſion ; becauſe I ſhould have been liable to 
the cenſure of vanity and preſumption. But 


there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, Sir, that you 


were not a competent judge; becauſe you pro- 


nounced, that it was impoſſible to cure M. "U | 


and you have received demonſtration, that your 
opinion was erroneous, You had, therefore, no 
more reaſon to imagine, a cure was impractica- 


ble in one patient than in the other: you had 
been miſtaken in one inſtance; and you ought 


* ta 


{> 


D x. WILLIAM HUNTER. 23 


* — 


to have concluded, you were likely to be miſ- 
taken in the other. 


Perhaps, Sir, you may affign, as a reaſon for 
your oppoſition to me, that the caſes were not 
ſimilar : but from an information which can 
be depended on, the difference was only this, 
Lady Holland's caſe was leſs complex than that 
of M. S.; for which reaſon ir was probably 
more eaſy to cure: Lady Holland had not ſuf- 
fexed the complaint above two years; M. S. a 
much longer time: her Ladyſhip”s s caſe was a 
cancer, and you perſiſted i in a ſimilar plan with 
that you adopted for M. S, I believe, Sir, it 
will be thought, that your failure of ſucceſs in 
N the former patient ought to have prevailed on 
vou to have attempted another method in the 
latter. You will reply, you did : it is very 
true; a ſecret remedy, a noftrum, received your 
approbation, and was exhibited to your noble 
Patient by Mr. Juſtamond ; ſome — 
it ſeems, of arſenic. 


I have already obſerved the pernicious ef- 
fects of hemlock and opium in the caſe of M. S.; 
yet in the caſe of Lady Holland, they were uſed 
with the moſt unlimited freedom, without an- 
ſwering one ſalutary purpoſe whatever. Be- 
ſides a ſecret remedy, which I have mentioned, 
no leſs than 1 500 drops of liquid laudanum were 
giv en every day ; hemlock uſed in baths, and in 

„„ every 
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| 
| | | every manner with art could contriye. 1 wart 
| _ words to expreſs the horrid idea I have of ſuch 
8 A empirical practices; and am aſtoniſhed to ſee 
x them countenanced by a man whoſe ſmooth ad- 
[| | dreſs has ehre ſuch ne A 


tion. 


Vour want of ſucceſs, Sir, in your firſt at- 
tempts of cure in Lady Holland's caſe, perhaps 
might have made you ſenſible of an efficacious 
1 practice; but the alteration you adopted teſli- 
| fies no rational view of improvement: for can 

a ſecret remedy, a quackery Project, be rationally 
1 given, to anſwer this or any other purpoſe Fl. 
Yi! | Will it be conſidered, Sir, that the dignity of | 
1 the profeſſion was ſupported, when you aſſent- 
"i ed; or was it conſiſtent with the knowledge 
_ = and reputation of a phyfician? A little con- 
ftideration, Sir, would have taught you, that 
there never was, nor, perhaps, never will 
[| an infallible ſpecific for any diſeaſe. The rea- 
ſon is obvious; there is as great a diverfity in 
the conflitutions, as in the faces and tempers 
of mankind, which muſt conſtantly produce a 
variation in practice. It is a clear knowledge 


1 of this diverfity which can qualify us to apply 
it our remedies judiciouſly, and diſtinguiſhes the 
j i real learned phyſician from the bold enterpri- 


Ci; ling pretenders to ſecrets, | 
1 Two practitioners as regularly bred as your- 
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felf are warmly recommended to your confider- 
ation; the one keeps his practice a profound 


tions ſecret; the other openly avows to all 
the warld his new-inyented methods of treat- 
ment, and proves his ſucceſs on one of your 
own patients, after you and Dr. Fothergill had 


deſerted her as irrecoverably loſt. What con- 
duct does the learned Dr. Hunter purſue under 
theſe circumſtances? He approves of the exhi- 


bition of a noſtrum, of which he knew nothing 
of its compoſition or effects, and without evi- 


dent proofs of its ſucceſs ; but rejects the ad- 
miſſion of a plan of cure, which he himſelf had 


ſeen ſucceſsful. The cauſes of ſuch conduct 


9 no animadverſion. 


Numerous inſtances, which have fallen with⸗ 
in my awn obſervation, of the depraved ten- 
dency of the moſt celebrated noſtrums in vogue, 


"convince me, that they are generally the lu- 
crative ſtratagems of artful men, to impoſe on 


the credulity of the community. Were the 
pernicious effects of ſuch remedies as well 
known to the public, as their pretended virtues 
are extolled by their inventors, we ſhould have 
an equal deteſtation and abhorrence for them 
and their authors: but while mankind will ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be impoſed on, ſo long will 
men appear who are capable of executing the 
impoſition. You will remember, Sir, that 


| Lady Holland took a ſecret remedy ; the event 


has 


* 


+ 


„ Alon 26... 
has 5050 its fallibility, and it is well 1 it 
N nothing more. 


I am ſenſible, Sir, that the conſtant dan,” | 
and unlimited confidence which ſome court 


phyſicians receive, are often productive of a, 


{e1f-ſufficiency 'and pride which lead them into 


errors. They eaſily perſuade themſelves, that 


their practice and knowledge are ſuperior to 


others, when the Public are inclined to think 
{o : but the inſuperable difficulties conſtantly 
met with in eyery attempt to cure ſome diſ- 
eaſes, ſhould humble any vanity which might, 
ariſe from ſucceſs in others, 


I know, Sir, any ſolicitude to remove preju- 
dices in men, fo ſelf-ſufficient and ſelf impor- 
tant as ſome well-received phyſicians are, is an 
arduous taſk. Men advanced in years, whoſe 
prejudices are habitual, who poſſeſs a plenitude 
of pride and practice, have little time for re- 
flection. Endeavors of this nature are treated 
with a ſupercilious contempt; and any deſires 
to improve the art frequently excite enyy in 
proportion to their merit, and illiberally are 
termed innovations; they meet with every op- 
poſition which artifice can invent, or medical 
grimace furniſh, I could produce ſeveral in- 
ſtances of the moſt exalted characters, that have 


been perſecuted and deteſted by the faculty for 


what has rendered their names immortal, I 
ſcarcę 
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ſcarce know one improvement in the hiſtory of 
medicine, which has not-met with a ſtrong op- 
poſition, It is a melancholy reflection, that a 
man ſhould incur the diſpleaſure of the mem- 
bers of his profeſſion for thoſe very inventions 
which merit the approbation and eſteem of all 
mankind. Let us reflect, for a moment, on the 
fate of Veſalius, Harvey, and the introducers 
of chemical | remedies, bark, antimony, and 
mercury ; not to mention your own unmerited 
oppoſition to your diſcoveries in the lymphatic 
ſyſtem, 


Yet the common modes of practice are fre- 
quently ſo inadequate to the obſtinacy of fome 
diſeaſes, that I am diſpoſed to think, every ra- 
tional attempt to improve our art is laudable, 
Jt is not unreaſonable to affirm, that nothing 
leſs than a perfect cure ſhould ſatisfy a phyfi- 
cian. When the practice extends no farther 
than to palliate a curable diſeaſe, it plainly de- 
monſtrates a defective knowledge. It may be 
preſumed, from what has been already diſco- 
vered, that the difficulty of curing ſome diſ- 
eaſes is not owing to any defect in nature or 
art, in ſupplying us with remedies, but to an 
indolence and ſelf- ſufficiency, which prevent 
their diſcovery. We ſhould therefore ſuſpect 
the ill ſucceſs to be frequently owing to a want 
of knowledge. The limits of human under— 
ſtanding are ſo confined, conſtitutions and diſ- 


eaſes 
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eaſes fo various, and the ſucceſs in many Its 


ſtances ſo doubtful ; that theſe things, on a ſe- 
rious reflection, give us little reaſon to be vain; 
We ſhould always recollect how much we pre- 
tend to, and yet how little we comprehend in | 
the immenſe fields of medical ſcience. 

The confidence repoſed in a phyſician is of 
a very ſerious nature; and when he acts at the 


fick bed, on a principle of ſuperiority over 


others of his profeſſion, unleſs he may be ſup- 
poſed quite perfect, his patients muſt ſuffer for 
the vanity of his imaginary triumph, We can- 
not be too ſuſpicious of our abilities; we ſhould 
endeavour to improve by every miſtake, and 
generally conclude ourſelves miſtaken, when 


we are not ſucceſsful. It is no diſgrace to ac- 


knowledge, but infamous and deſtructive to 
ſociety to perſiſt in error, 

Perhaps, Sir, a few obſervations which 1 
publiſhed in a treatiſe on the diſeaſes of the 
breaſts of women, with ſome ſtrictures on the 
indiſcriminate uſe of Jow diet, and the new 
dangerous methods of treatment during lying- 


in, may have had ſome ſhare in your oppoſing 


my aſhſtance ; as they might appear to attack 
ſome of your favourite practices in midwifery, 
If general cenſures of prejudices, injurious in 
their confequences, was a ſufficient incentive 


tor you to become my private enemy, I hope 
the 
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| the readers of that little publication will find - 

no great reaſon to agree with you. I had no 
intention to depreciate the reputation of any 
practitioner ; my view, and only view, was to 

prevent the fatal effects of the prejudices of 
ſome phyſician men-midwives, who ſervilely 
creep into practice under your auſpices. 

Theſe evils were too alarming to eſcape my 
notice, being at that time in full midwifery 
practice. I ſaw them with concern: but it 
was compaſſion for the ſufferers, not a diſlike 
to the practitioners, that induced me to make 
my obſervations. We had much to fear, that 
the experiments of men ſo eminent, would be- 
come an eſtabliſhed practice — experiments 
which ſeemed to be more the projects of a 
wanton fancy, than the deliberate dictates of 
reaſon and experience: but a tendernefs for 
the characters of the parties reſtrained that 
mode of expoſition, which a malevolent diſpo- 
fition, perhaps, might have made uſe of. 

The deſtructive effects of thoſe midwifery 
projects ſhould be the cauſe of their abolition : 
if not, I may engage in the defence of ſuffer- 
ing females with leſs regard to the characters 
of ſome men-midwives, who have patroniſed 
thoſe unikilful practices out of complaiſance to 
your viſionary hy potheſis. 


I hope, Sir, that theſe obſervations will not 
| only 
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only be of ſome ſervice to the public, but an- 
; ſwer another purpoſe, and be an inſtruction to 
you. They may teach you, for the future, that 

n a ſucceſsleſs effort in your practice ought to in- 
; eite you to look farther than the limits of your 
own knowledge; and that every probability of 

relief ſhould be embraced in caſes of extreme 

i danger. Let, then, ſome principle of benevo- 


"A lence, for the future, moderate your ambition : 
| * for be aſſured, that it is the approbation of 
. one's own conſcience, which muſt give a value 
. d 0oð the encomiums of mankind. | 


I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM, ROWLEY. 


Sept, 29, 1774» 
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PREvIOus to the introdudtion of the 
| ſecond letter againſt Dr. Hunter, it may 
be neceſſary to communicate ſome circum- 


ſtances that happened, becauſe they will 
throw a light on the following ſubject, and 
convey an idea of the manner in which 


Reviews may be conducted. 


Captain M —, an officer high 1 in 
the eſteem of the Lord Le Deſpencer, 


after ſuffering great miſery, many years, 


from {crophulous ulcers in his arras and 


legs, without receiving benefit from con- 


ſulting ſeveral reputable ſurgeons and phy- 
ſicians in this town, was cured by my pre- 


ſcribing a proper regimen, ſmall doſes of 


mercurius dulcis duodecies ſublimatus, præ pa- 
ratus aqud lotuſue, and mirum cum Cam- 


Phra. 


This gentleman, from gratitude and the 


moſt honorable motives, introduced me to 
Lord Le Deſpencer, from whom I received 


many inſtances of friendſhip ; and, in con- 


ſequence of my having cured Captain 
M of the ulcers that had ſo long at- 
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Previous to the introduction of the 
ſecond letter againſt Dr. Hunter, it may 


be neceflary to communicate ſome circum- 
ſtances that happened, becauſe they will 


throw a light on the following ſubject, and 


convey an idea of the manner in which 


| Reviews may be conducted. 


Captain M 


4. - 0 officer high | in 


the eſteem of the Lord Le Deſpencer, 


after ſuffering great miſery, many years, 
from ſcrophulous ulcers in his arras and 
legs, without receiving benefit from con- 
ſulting ſeveral reputable ſurgeons and phy- 
ſicians in this town, was cured by my pre- 


ſcribing a proper regimen, ſmall doſes of 


mercurius dulcis duodecies ſublimatus, prepa- 
ratus aqud lotuſſue, and mirum cum canm- 


phora. 
This gentleman, from gratitude and the 


moſt honorable motives, introduced me to 


Lord Le Deſpencer, from whom I received 


many inſtances of friendſhip ; and, in con- 


ſequence of my having cured Captain 
of the ulcers that had ſo long at- 


— 


A2 flicted : 


; [ 4 1 
flicted him, I was recommended- by his 


Lordſhip to attend the caſe which is the 


ſubject of the preceding „„ 


The cure of that cancerous ſcirrhys and 
ulcer of the uterus and rectum being com- 
pleted, it became a ſubject of converſation 
amongſt ſeveral perſons of high rank, and 
eminent practitioners in medicine and ſur- 
gery. If ſome of theſe latter, hurt by the 
ſucceſs, depreciated its merit by dark, un- 
dermining inſinuations, many of the nobi- 
lity extolled the cure in a manner, per- 


haps, much beyond its deſert. Thus ma- 


licious reproach and eager praiſe held pace 
with each other. If the cure by mineral 


alteratives, &c., was enviouſly cenſured. 


by one party, as an innovation in prac- 


tice, its beneficent effects were conſidered 


by another as highly meritorious. When 
envy hiſſed, truth and juſtice applauded. 


The objects of improvement, at that 


period, ſo much engaged my attention, 


that no leiſure could be appropriated to 
animadvert on ſubjects of diſputation, 
much leſs to regard private defamation; 
nor was any inclination felt to either at- 
tack or to convince opponents : this was 

6 left 


LF 3. 
left to repeated ſucceſsful practice, as the 
moſt proper baſis. for erecting a permanent 
ſuperſtructure of uſeful knowledge. | 
The time is arrived, in which, the few 
improvements have invented are more 
candidly than formerly received, except by 
certain phyſicians, who confider it their in- 
tereſt to depreciate or fupprety all new dif- 
coveries. f | 
A formidable body of medical enemies 
had erected the ſtandard of oppofition 'to 
the doctrines I had advanced on the cure 
of ulcerated legs without reſt, which were 
ſolemnly confidered, as ſome declared, pro- 
feſſional annuities. Thie cenſures I had 
publiſhed on the mal practices of ſome pro- 
jecting man- midwives, awakened their ap- 5 
prehenſions: amongſt theſe was Dr. Hun- 
ter. Shielded, however, as I conceived 
myfelf, by truth, all their private injuries, 
or falſehoods, were diſregarded, for no one 
uo nomine publicly aſſailed my ſtrictures- 
My greateſt crimes, however, I believe, 
were the acquiring extenſive practice, and 
illuſtrious friends. 1 
Whoever withes to improve a ſcience; i: 
in which the members are compoſed of a 


mixture 


[6] 
mixture of extenſive deep learnin g. with 
great integrity and honor; of very circum- 
ſcribed knowledge, with great pretenſions 
and ſelf-intereſted motives ; it would be 
loſing time to little purpoſe either to liſten 
to illiberal, unmerited cenſure, to be elated 
by overſtrained praiſe, or to enter into 
endleſs diſputation with rancorous private 
enemies, whoſe approbation would be a 


real diſgrace. | 


I need only eee that on my 1 
lutely refuſing my friend, Captain M—, 
to ſuffer any alterations in my former let- 
ter, I was threatened,. unleſs I depoſited 5 
fifty pounds for ſome anonymous ſcribbler 
or critic, to have myſelf and letter abuſed. . 
I treated the propoſal with laughter, and 
the menace with contempt. The conſe- 
quence of which was the admiſſion, pro- 


bably, of the curious invective and pſeudo 
criticiſm of my amiable opponent : it was 
the joint production of the terrifying critic | 
and Dr. Hunter. _ 


It attacks virulently my perſon and for- 
mer occupation as a ſurgeon, as though a 


man could be a leſs- learned phyſician for 
baving been a teacher of anatomy, mid- 


wifery, 


1 
wifery, and ſurgery, branches of ſcience 
I lectured on, long before 1, obtained my 
regular degree as a Doctor of Medicine. 
If ſuch groſs abſurdities were admiſſible, 
which ſome, through ignorance or defign, 
have dared to promulgate, it would fol- 
low, the leſs a man knows of the ſeparate 
branches of his profeſſion, or the leſs know- 
ledge a man obtains in the art, ſo much the 
greater muſt his ſkill be in practice. This 
is ſo palpable a contradiction to truth and 
reaſon, that ideots would laugh at the aſ- 
ſertion, even though fappornd by the mu- 
liſh medical drones of a certain reſpectable 
univerſity, or inſinuations of a few envi- 


| 


ous town phyſicians. - 


E 


| 


It is ſufficient for the weogld to know, 
that amidſt many phyſicians, who are an 
honor to human nature, certain heteroge- 
neous oppoſite characters have, do, and 
perhaps ever will, exiſt ; ill-educated doc- 
tors; arid other appendages to medicine, 
who, with very ſcanty profeſſional know- 
ledge or practical ſkill, have, by accidental 
circumſtances, various artifices, or daring 
pretenſions, Paſſed for the greateſt orna- 

ments 


| 133 
ments of the art, having obtained, by 


ſtratagem, a great run of practice, the 
car, and unlimited confidence of mankind, 


Under ſuch circumſtances, what can be 
expected but miſinterpretation, falſe judg» 
ment, and oppoſition to every innovation 
or generous attempt at excellence or the 
advancement of learning? Men are only 


true judges of merit, and are moſt ready 


to acknowledge the ſkill and genius of 


others, who poſſeſs ſuperior merit and 


judgment themſelves. : 

The reiterated attempts to. injure my 
medical reputation have often imcreafed 
friends and buſineſs. A phy ſician who has 


| ſeen ten or twelve thouſand diſeaſed poor 


annually, for above twenty years, muſt be 
confidered experienced, He becomes too 
publicly known to receive much injury 


. from the private ſlanders of thoſe Whoſe 


{fender experience and practice were never 
directed to any objects except pecuniary | 
emolument. The world hears the falſe, 
malignant aſſertions, and lau ghs at the envy 


of the miſerable Inventors. 


A SECOND 


SIR, 


T HE trifling evaſions, in the Monthly Re- 
view for November, 1774, to ſcreen you from 


ſome circumſtances, that you are either the au- 

thor or dictator of that criticiſm. I ſhall, 

therefore, ſubmit the following quotations to 
the conſideration of the Public: 


cc The circumſtances on which he lays his 
te greateſt ſtreſs is, that he ſucceeded in the 
cure of Miſs S., who had been under Dr. 
c Hunter's care, and whom he had given up 
as incurable,” &c. | 
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the juſt reſentment of the Public, were unwor- 
thy of my attention, did it not appear, from 


B gs To 


\ - 


10 J 


If, Sir, you had cautiouſly examined my let- 


ter, you might have obſerved that the. word 
Miſs is in no part of it. Where, then, did an 


anonymous Reviewer receive information that 
it was a Mi/s S.? Moſt certainly from you, or 


ſome of your friends. 


« Dr. Hunter ſaw the patient {Miſs 5.) a after 
& the cure; but it was not before Lady Hol- 
& land's death: and we now underſtand that the 
ce lady was ſhewn to Dr. Hunter, that Dr. 
* Rowley might have it to ſay, that he had 
ſeen her, and had reaſon to think ſhe was 
well ; and, .by confounding the tenſes of his 
e verbs, make the reader think it was before, 
te when it was ſome time after, Lady Holland's 


* 


cc 


„ death.“ 


I have not mentioned the exact time when 
the lady, M. S., viſited Dr. Hunter, nor did I 
think it material. I thought it would be a 
great ſatisfaction to Dr. Hunter to know that a 
cancerous ulcer of the uterus had been cured, 
and that I had invented a more rational method 
for the cure of ſuch complaints, which ever 
before were conſidered incurable. When the 


lady was perfectly recovered, from a humane 


with that others in ſimilar circumſtances might 


be relieved, ſhe vifited you, whom herſelf and 


family conſidered as a humane phyfician, and 
that you wonld rejoice at ſo pleaſing and unex- 
| 6 | pected 


3 
pected an event. You ſpoke in the higheſt 
terms of the cure; and this was poſitively be- 


fore I was Propoſed to be conſulted by Lady 
H. 


, As to what Reviewers ſay, os now under- 
fland, &c., it is clear that they received their 
underſtanding from you. I 1hall, therefore, 
conſider you as the author, and the criticiſm 
an anſwer te my letter, containing all you can 
advance in vindication of your conduct. 


For, if you had publicly refuted any of the 


charges againſt you, your friends would have. 


acted nobly in pleading the cauſe of injured 
merit. But have not they publiſhed your pri— 
vate and partial intelligence? Have they not 
become warm and zealous partizans, when they 
ſhould have obſerved the ſtricteſt nentraliry ? 
Is it conſiſtent with the characters of impartial 


critics to publiſh what you, a vindictive enemy, 


might ſay or feel on the ſubject of my letter? 
and yet their criticiſm is nothing elſe. On the 
ſame principle might they have ſaid that the 
whole of the cure was a fiction. In what 
view, therefore, ſhould we conſider the pro- 
dactions' of ſuch partial writers? How can 
they expect the confidence of the Public, when 


it is notorious that they proſtitute their work to 


anſwer the purpoſes of party malice? For will 
any cool, unprejudiced reader conſider that ca- 


B 2 villing ; 
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villing criticiſm on my letter in any other light 

5 than the rancorous production of a malignant 
private enemy, ſtimulated by envy and malice, 


without ſufficient courage to 1 avow his 
miſerable reſentments ? - 


But, Sir, to give you every advantage you 
can reaſonably with, I will examine part of 


your criticiſm, and candidly anſwer your ob- 
jections. 


Your principal objection is, that you was 
unacquainted with my ſucceſs in the cure of 
M. S. when I was propoſed to be conſulted by ' 
Lady Holland. You admit of my being men- 
tioned to you. Can it then be reaſonably ſup- 


| "IN poſed that you was unacquainted with the 
13 1. cauſe? For it was in conſequence of my ha- 
( \ ving cured M. S. that my aſſiſtance was urged. 


The noble lady who recommended me ſent the 
2 abſtract, which contained a conciſe account of 
© the cure, to Holland houſe. It was on a pre- 
ſumption that this abſtract was produced to 

you, or that you}was verbally informed of this 

curc, that I faid you was acquainted with my 

ſucceſs. I could not naturally think other- 

wiſe; and will any other perſon imagine that I 

could be propoſed to you without a reaſon be- 

ing aſſigned? The noble friends of the de- 

ceaſed lady, perhaps from motives of polite- 

* neſs, might not mention you as the unſucceſsful 
8 57 fician 3 


1 
Phyſician; but there is little reaſon to doubt of. 
your well knowing that ſuch a cure had been 


effected, for you had OY; ſeen the * 


after the cure. 


The lady M. S. had been cured a conſidera- 
ble time: her caſe had been publiſhed both in 
my Treatiſe on the Cure, of ulcerated Legs, 
and in the abſtract I have juſt mentioned ; but, 
from motives of tenderneſs to the characters of 
the phyficians who had been conſulted, I con- 
cealed their names, In my former letter to 
you I ave even avoided criticiſing on the 
practices relative to the cure of M. S. I may 
perhaps be leſs ſcrupulous on ſuch occaſions 


| hereafter, This conduct of mine, however, 
proves that I had no intention of depreciating 


or injuring the character of any gentleman : 


nor could I, without violating my feelings, 


well knowing every thing in their ſkill or power 
was attempted. - But when I was quite poſitive 


that the accompliſhment of the very cure in 


which you had failed was the cauſe of my re- 


commendation, and that you oppoſed me, 1 


appeal to every diſpaſſionate perſon whether I 
had not a juſt right to bring you forth to the 
public view? Believe me, Sir, I have not the 
leaſt perſonal animoſity to you; it is your illi- 
beral and ſelfiſh actions which I have cenſured. 
I hope it will be allowed, by unbiaſſed judges, 
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44 ] 
that my former letter is written in a gentle 
manner, and that you are treated with great 
moderation. I am greatly miſtaken if it be 


not clear of any ſcurrility, invective, or per- 


ſonal abuſe. Then Why have you taken the 
ad vantage of conveying, through an anony- 
mous production, any illiberal invectives on 
me? I conſidered it a matter of no impor- 
tance whether the perſon oppoſed was myſelf 


or any other phyſician or ſurgeon; for it would 


have been equally illiberal and inhuman. For 
if we were to allow that you was quite unac- 


| quainted with the cauſe of my being propoſed, 


ſill the facts, that you oppoſed aſſiſtance, that 
your patient died, and that I pofitively cured a 
lady whom you, Dr. Fothergill, and others, 
declared incurable, remain uncontrovertible. 
You acknowledge, Sir, for I ſhall confider the 


_ criticiſm yours, that your oppoſition to me was 


1 


not in the ** kindeſ# and civileſt way,” Are 
theſe terms adequate to the treatment of your 


noble patient? Are lives to be ſported with, 


if I may uſe the expreſhon, and when patients 
periſh, not improbably from the pride and ob- 


ſtinacy of phyſicians, are k:ndeſ# and civileft the 


proper expreſſions on ſuch occaſions? No; 


there are other terms certainly more rene 


to ſuch unfeeling practices. 


And did you ſeriouſly think, Sir, that I was 
| 5 $ : ta 


| F | 

to be filenced by you in the character of a Re- 

viewer? or that your unhappy feelings, artfully ; . 

conveyed. through that. channel, would have 

paſſed unnoticed ? Indeed you ſeem. ſo tranſ- A 

ported by anger, envy, and revenge, that you 

have loſt your uſual circumipection, and your 

warm advocates, the Reviewers, ſuffering your 

malice to paſs through their vehicle of learning 

and &zowledge, have become your greateſt ene- 

mies. You ſeem now reduced to a truly pitia- 

ble fituation, though, from your dignity of „ 

ſtation, the intimate friend of ſo many learned 
ſcbolars, who, with a thoughtleſs imprudence, 

have eſpouſed your deſperate cauſe. Could not 

their diſcerning eyes, ſo capable of detecting 

the errors and inaccuracies of others, diſcover 

thoſe fatal inadvertencies of Miſs, &c.? Could 

not this learned body produce ſomething which 

had leſs the appearance of partiality and per- 

ſonal pique? But it only ſerves to prove, that 

men of abilities, when engaged in an unjuſt, 
cauſe, are only capable of uſing little mean ar- 

tifices, evaſions, and perſonal ſcurrility ; which 

have expoſed you to freſh cenſures, and muſt 
render them and their work contemptible in 

the opinion of every ſenſible and candid per- 

ſon. For while a critical production of this" 
nature is conducted with erudition, juſtice, and : 
impartiality, it is of public utility; but when 

it is = for parties in any diſpute to vent their 

anonymous 
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anonymous malice or ill nature, it then be- 


comes a public nuiſance. But, perhaps, Sir, 


you have been greatly relieved by this delivery 


of your anger and reſentment. This vent of 
the paſſions may have removed that preſſure on 
the mind the conſciouſneſs of an error __ 
have occaſioned. 50h . 

The epithets which you have ſo liberally be- 
ſtowed on me as © enterpriſing ſurgeon, ill re- 
c ception amongſt the grandees of the profeſ- 
« fion, fingle combat with one of them,” &c. 
Such impotent malice I ſmile at, and am not a 
little entertained at ſuch poor labored Hit. It 
is my determined reſolution not only to combat 
fingly, but in general, whatever doctrines in 
phyfic are pernicious to the community; and I 
will with induſtry perſevere in every uſeful plan 


which can advanee or improve the profeſſion. 


I conſider this to be the duty of every phyſician. 
You, or the Reviewers, whom 1 ſhall always 
hereafter confider the ſame, may call it enter- 


priſing; but patients afflicted with the moſt de- 


plorable diſcaſes, without hopes of retief, when 


perfectly cured, and enjoying the bleſſings of 


health, will think ſuch enterpriſes laudable, 
Neither the ribaldry of malevolent. anonymous 
writers, nor the miſerable feelings of a man 


tranſported with rage at being told the truth, 


and hurried by his impetuofity to inadverten- 
cies, will ever diſturb my tranquillity. 


After 


97-3 

After thus diſmifling your curious evaſions, 

give me leave to introduce you as a principal 

actor in ſome new ſcenes : and, as you have 

diſtinguiſhed yourſelf in au oppoſite point of 

view, I ſhall firſt recite an inſtance where you 
ſeemed to act with humanity. 


In the beginning of November, 1774, about 
five weeks after the publication of my letter, 
you was conſulted by Mrs. P. in your neigh- 


bourhood, who you ſaid had a cancerous ulcer 


of the womb, You declared your incapacity 
to relieve her, and in the preſence of another 
perfon ſaid that ſuch diſeaſes were incurable; 
but that you Knew of a phy ſician who pretend- 
ed to cure the cancer ; that though you was 
not in amity with him, on account of a letter 
he had publiſhed againſt you on the death of 
Lady Holland, yet you would recommend him; 
and you afterwards ſent a direction, with my 
name and place of abode, to the unhappy pa- 
tient, She was ſuffering the moſt extreme tor- 
tures, equal to the ſtrongeſt labor pains, and 
-could not obtain any eaſe, but was continually 
ſhifting from one part of the room to another ; 
nor could ſhe get a minute's ſleep night or day. 
She had been under ſeveral practitioners, both 
French and Engliſh, without obtaining the'leaſt 
relief. This patient, though in indigent cir- 
cumſtances, and incapable of giving any gra- 
. tuity 
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tuity for my aſſiſtance, I immediately under- 
took the care of; and about a week after I 
was informed that you had recommended me. 
Though it was no difficult thing to conceive 
the reaſon of your defiring that I might not be 
acquainted that you had recommended to me 
this poor woman till I had undertaken her re- 
lief, yet, as I confidered that I was doing a hu- 
mane act, I chearfully gave her every aſſiſtance 
in my power, and viſited her daily ; and in a 
little time ſhe was ſo much better as to obtain 
her natural reſt, her pains were abated, and the 
ichor ſoon had a more favorable appearance. I 
ſhall now recite the other inſtance, in which I 
could have wiſhed that you had been influenced 
by humane motives to have relieved an unfor- 
tunate and miſerable patient. 


Mrs. S. was afflicted with a large ſcirrhus of 
the uterus, and cancerous ulcer. She had been 
under your care, which candor forbids me to 
ſay is any reflection on your character, after re- 
ceiving no relief or any probability of a cure 
from thoſe learned and celebrated Doctors Lev- 
ret and Petit, and ſeveral other phyſicians and 
accoucheurs at Paris. 


In this eas you ſtill followed your Crocs 
plan. You directed the hemlock bath, hemlock 
in pills, twenty-four of which were taken daily, 

2 | * 


i | 
as I was informed by the Apothecary *. Aſo- 
lution of opium, which the lady brought from 


France, was taken, ſomething ſimilar to our 


liquid laudanum, to eaſe the violent pains; for 
ſhe had been in ſuch excruciating tortures, that 
for five weeks before ſhe left Paris, and fix 
weeks after ſhe became your patient, ſhe had 
not ſlept five minutes, either day or night, 
owing to the violent and conſtant pains ſhe 
ſuffered. Her body was much emaciated, her 
face and lips were pale, and ſeveral other unfa- 
vorable circumſtances likewiſe attended the pa- 
tient, which you are well acquainted with. 

To this lady you could not plead any igno- 
rance of my' ſucceſs in ſuch caſes; becauſe you 
had ſeveral weeks before, in conſequence of my 


having cured a ſimilar caſe, recommended me 


to the other. 


After attending Mrs. S. about fix weeks, you 
acquainted her that you had conſulted Sir John 
Pringle, Phyſician to Her Majeſty, on her caſe, 
and you adviſed her to ſettle her affairs while 
ſhe retained her ſenſes, for that Sir John and 


yourſelf were of opinion that it was impoſſible. 


to cure her. This the unfortunate lady re- 
ceived with as much reſignation as the nature 
of her caſe admitted of. When I firſt viſited 


Some of theſe very pills are in my poſſeſhon, 


C2 her, 
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ber, in conſequence of her having read my for- 
mer letter to you, ſhe was actually engaged, 
with the aſſiſtance of her domeſtics, in prepa- 
ring an inventory of her effects, ſeriouſly ex- 
pecting either the loſs of ſenſes or life. 


After thus ſtating theſe recent facts, the 
Public I hope will not think it inconſiſtent in 
me to aſk you a few queſtions on theſe yery im- 
portant and ſerious occaſions, 

On what principle did you recommend to me 
one patient, and withhold my affiſtance to'the 
other? Did not both equally require. affiſ- 
tance? Was it becauſe a cure, if effected in 
the firſt inſtance, might have remained for ever 
in obſcurity, and ſucceſs in the other might 
leſſen your reputation? Or did you artfully 
ſearch for the firſt, and introduce a patient in 
ſo deſperate a condition, only to injure me if I 
did not ſucceed ? Though it is certainly un- 
reaſonable to expect that I am to cure every 
miſerable caſe that comes under my care at a 
time when all other phyſicians confider it in- 
_ curable, or in a diſcaſe that in all ages has been 
thought incurable ; neither ought the utility of 
my new methods to be determined by any ſuch 
deſperate and unfair trials. 


How could you ſuffer Mrs. S. to lungnich un- 
der the moſt excruciating tortures, when you 
acknowledged yourſelf unacquainted with any 

6 method 
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method to relieye, much leſs to cure her dread- 
ful diſorder ? You have viſited this lady fince 
ſhe has been under my care, you have ſeen the 
preſcriptions, and you was informed that ſhe 
reſted every night, was in little pain during the 
day, and you ſeemed to expreſs great ſatisfac · 
tion on this pleaſing occaſion. Vou found that 
the lady could walk erect, which ſhe had not 
been able to do before for many months. 
Theſe good effects of my new alterative me- 
thods you are witneſs to, though the patient 
had been but three weeks under my care when 
you vifited her. She is now much more reco- 
vered. What was your anſwer when ſhe aſked 
. you why you had not recommended me to at- 
tend her, as well as the pauper you had recom- 
mended me to? You gravely told her that 
you intended it, when you was convinced that 
I had cured the other. But, Sir, was not ie 
cruel to wait, and let a patient ſuffer extreme 
miſery, in expectation of relief, if I relieved 
another, which was probably above the reach 
of the medical art? You certainly cannot be 
ſo ignorant in your profeſſion as not to know 
that your laſt patient muſt have periſhed, while 
the other was obtaining a cure, if .curable, 
+ For is it not rational to ſuppoſe that ſueh inve- 
terate and horrid diſeaſes require a conſiderable 
time to eradicate ? But if you was only acting 
as a ſpeQator in Mrs, S.'s caſe, waiting the 
3 event 
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event of my ſucceſs in Mrs. P.'s caſe, why did 


you ſo liberally order the hemlock ? Why were 


the fame poiſonous remedies preſcribed in thoſe 
very forms in which they had been adminiſtered 
without ſucceſs, but probably with injury in 
the caſes of Lady H. and M. S.? Why did 
you adviſe Mrs. S. to prepare for her unhappy 
fate? Were you in expectation that the faſhion- 
able and deſtructive drug, hemlock, would, as 
before, occaſion a loſs of memory? Did you 


expect that the laudanum would have julled 


the miſerable patient into inſenfibility, and by 


that means render her incapable of complying, 


if relief was offered? When have theſe reme- 
dies, even in the leaſt, alleviated the ſymptoms 


without impairing the mental facultics ? Can 


any one ſay you was waiting the iſſue of my 
ſucceſs, when it is evident that you was order- 
ing the moſt deleterious meciicines ? Let the 
Public now judge of your conduct; for whar, 
dependence can be placed in a man who acts in 
10 bppotßte 2 manner? How can we reconcile 
all that appearance, ſo conſpicuous i in your de- 
port ment, of extreme tenderneſs for your pa- 
tients, when, by vour actions, you ſeem to be 
dovoid of all thote fine feelings, candor, and 
ane which ſhould ever influence a ptiy- 

fiown | | 
7 ſhall now make ſome obſervations on that 
deſtructive 


e „ —— 
- deſtructive and poiſonous drug, hemlock, for 1 
the faſhion of giving it ſeems to prevail with 1 
ſuch unremitting ardor, that the Public might 1 
be inclined to think favorably of it, and really | | | 
: imagine it to be uſeful in true cancers. f 


Me have great reaſon to believe that the fa- 11 
mous Phyfician Storck, of Vienna, was poſi- 
tively a deceiver ; and whoeyer reads the epiſ- 1 
tle on the hemlock, which was publiſhed aboye j 

| 


nine years ago by the learned Profeſſor De 
Haen, at Vienna, may be convinced of this. 
This gentleman and many others gave it a fair 
trial in the cancer, but without any ſucceſs, 
as will appear by the following paſſages: | 


In his Epiſtle De Cicuta, page 13, after 0 
proving, from the written teſtimonies of ſeve- | 
ral phy ſicians and ſurgeons, that the hemlock | 
had been tried in various diſeaſes, but withour _ 8 
ſucceſs in the cancer, he ſays, 


* Liceat, vir eruditiſſime, hæc ſingulatim 


examinare. Deprehendimus primo ex eis, qui Fl 
"TY = 
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1 Give me leave, moſt learned Sir, to examine this 


0 
« particularly. We perceive, firſt, that, out of thirty-ſix 1 
C- perſons who labored under the true ſcirrhus and cancer, | { 
“ none were cured; thirty of them diced miſerably, and the | 0 : 
« other fix remain incurable: and we find the ſame thing | 1 
« particularly obſerved by the _ practitioners at Breflaw ; 1 


« namely, we read, that the excellent Surgeon Hauptmann | 1 


& confeſl:s 
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vero ſchirro aut cancro laborarunt, nullum "ou 
nullam (pleræque enim fœminæ funt) curatum 
eſſe, earumdemque 30 miſere periiſſe, et 6 in- 
curabiles manſiſſe. Advertimus quoque hoe 
peculiariter a practicis Bręſlavienſibus eſſe nota- 
tum. Scilicet, egregium chirurgum Haupt- 
mann aperte fatentem legimus, apertum cancrum 


nunquam ſe cicutd curaſſe, nec curatum a quopiam 


noſſe. Dexterrimum chirurgum Beer, cancrum 
a nemine curatum ſe videſſe, nec ſe unquam 
illum curaſſe. Exper. medicum Wicke, can- 
cro nunquam profuiſſe cicutam. Experti ita- 
que idem ſunt Bre/lavienſes quod ego, quod 
Vienne multi mecum, quod centeni medici 


& confeſſes wth that he never cured a manifeft cancer with 


16 hemif6ck ; neither did he ever know an inſtance of its be- 


« ing cured by any other perſon. The moſt ingenious Sur- 
«« geon Beer ſays, that he has ſeen no one who has cured the 
c cancer, and that he never cured one himſelf. The moſt 
« expert Phyſician Wicke ſays, that the hemlock has never 
« been uſeful in the cure of the cancer. Therefore the 
« Breſlaw phyſicians, and many other phyſicians at Vienna, 
« likewiſe hundreds of phyſicians, French, Italians, Ger- 
% mans, Engliſh, Dutch, have often experienced the ſame 
6 as myſelf.” NT | 5 | 

P. 62. © Indeed the fad remembrance of thouſands of 
cc women, who have been untimely deſtroyed in the ſpace of | 
© the laſt ſeven years by this plant (hemlock), or have been 
& prevented from the ſalutary uſe of the knife, muſt ſtrike 


« the minds of all the phyſicians throughout Europe with 


46 Wanner. ” 


Galli, . 


If = 


Galli, Itali, German, Aigh, Belgæ toties, expert 


ſunt. 


P. 62. Horrorem profeRto omnium per wit 
ropam medicorum animis incutiat oportet me- 


moria triftis millenarum mulierum, quas ab 


elapſo retro ſeptennio hæc planta aut longe 
præmaturius occiderit, aut unico ſalubri ferro 
detraxerit. 1 

Though this has been publiſhed nine years, 
yet ſo indolent do the practitionets ſeein in 
this country, that ſew know theſe very im- 
portant facts; for it is preſcribed with as much 
ardor and ill effect as ever *. Have not im- 
menſe quantities of Storck's extract been im- 
ported to moſt parts of Europe? but where are 
any poſitive proofs of a perfect cancer being 
cured by it? But how can it be expected, when 
we are certain that Storck, who introduced it, 
had impoſed on the Public, which has been po- 
ſitively proved by Profeſſor De Haen, a Court 
Phyſician living at Vienna, whoſe humane intel- 
ligence cannot be doubted ? If this be the truth, 
what phyfician then can with a ſafe conſcience 
preſcribe it? And yet there are few phyſicians 
who do not conſtantly order it in cancerous and 
even other caſes; and why? Becauſe it is fa- 


* When I was at Vienna I ſaw forty pounds of extract of 


| hemlock at the great hoſpital ; but J ſought in vain for any 


one perſon cured of a true cancer by this drug. 


D-.. ſhionable. 


1 
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ſhionable.. I could produce ſeveral ſuch ſtri- 


king inſtances of the deſtructive effects of phy- 


ſical faſhions, and the abſurd, unthinking cre- 
dulity of its members. Should ſuch a drug be 
preſcribed, - when it is clearly proved that it 
does not anſwer its reſolvent intention? We 
know hemlock to be a. ſtrong poiſon ; and how 
are phyſicians certain that its noxious qualities 
do not frequently haſten death? I confeſs, that 
though I would heartily engage in the promo- 


tion of every medical improvement, yet I can- 


not help conſidering every phyſician in ertot 
who preſcribes hemlock, unleſs merely as an 
anodyne. I perhaps have ſeen more cancerous 
caſes than any other phyſician, but have never 
yet met with one patient who has taken it with 
advantage; nay, in many it has produced loſs 
of memory, violent pains in the head, convul- 
fions, and, in fome inſtances, I have had great 


reaſon to conclude that it has proved fatal ©, 


As other phyſicians mult have been convinced 
of its ineſſicacy and dangerous qualities, why 


do they conſtantly preſcribe it? I have ſeen 
many recipes of reſpectable phyſicians in town, 


* An inſtance of this ſort happened. A young Major in 
the artny, formerly a patient of Mr. Neſbit's, Great Marl- 
borough Street, took ſo much, as a remedy for a ſpreading 
ulcer, as to deſtroy life, chough warned of the conſequence. 


who 


1 | 

who have repeatedly preſcribed this noxious 
drug without any advantage, and yet theſe very 
men conſtantly perſevere in the uſe of it. When 
I have mentioned objections to ſuch practices, I 
have been queſtioned, what can be done in ſuch 
deſperate caſes ? I anſwer, it would be a more 
conſcientious part in a phyſician never to pre- 
ſcribe either opium or hemlock, when no good et- 
fects are produced. Rather let us ſeek for new 
methods, and let us embrace ſuch diſcoveries 
with a becoming generoſity and candor, inſtead 
of envy and oppoſition from ſelfiſhneſs or pride. 
While a ſpirit of perſecution prevails againſt 
every man who ſhakes off vulgar prejudices to 
improve the art, there 1s little encouragement 
to make known any new improvements. 


Nothing but a ſincere deſire to ſerve man- 
kind could induce me to publiſh theſe methods; 
for which has been experienced rancor and 

illiberality. Any reformation, however, in 
the parties is more to be wiſhed for than ex- 
pected. I may appear warm againſt that poi- 
ſonous drug, hemlock ; but ſhould be equally 
animated to praiſe its virtues, were I not con- 
vinced, from ſeveral years experience, that it | 
does not ſucceed in curing cancerous caſes. 


I ſhall now, in vindication of my character, 
explain to the Public ſome points mentioned 1 in 
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the. Monthly Review; which have a tendency 


to injure me in the opinion of mankind and 
the profeſſion. In that work is inſerted, 


© We have had occafion more than once to 
& review the productions of this writer, but 


„e then he was in an humbler character than 
* that which he now ſuſtains; it was that of 


an enterpri ing ſurgeon, advertiſing a great num- 
ber of cures in cancerous, venereal, and other 
& eajes.” 


From the foregoing aſſertions, an uhinformed 


N 


reader would conclude that I had advertiſed 
quack puffs, or relations of my cures, in the 


newſpapers; or had vended ſome quack medi- 
eine. If the Reviewers mean it in this light, I 
can only anſwer, that they have inſerted a poſi- 
tive falſehood. If it be meant that my medical 


pamphlets are advertiſements, I ſhall only an- 


ſwer ſuch malevolent infinuations by informing 
the Public of the nature of thoſe productions. 
In doing this I am reduced to a fituation by no 
means defirable ; for if I were to remain filent, 
the Public might think their illiberal charges 


true: if I anſwer, I am obliged to ſpeak of 


myſelf in a manner which may excite diſguſt 
and ſuſpicion in the minds of the readers. It 
frequently happens, that what a man ſays in 


favor of himſelf is partial, as we are too apt 
to flatter our own abilities. If, then, I ſhould 


* 


% | [ 29 ] 
be rather warm in defending my own eauſe, it A 
is hoped every candid perſon will recollect that £ [ 
I have been publicly accuſed of actions beneath 
the dignity of the profeſſion of which I am a 
member, and that I muſt tamely ſuffer an in- 
Jury from the dark attacks of anonymous wri- 
ters, and envious, malignant whiſperers, or re- } 
fute them by the following facts : | 


rp r n 1 


After the advantages of as regular a ſurgical, 
anatomical, and medical education as this me- 
tropolis could give, or induſtry and ſtudy ac- = 
quire, I went young into the King's ſervice in 1 
the war between this country, France, and | | 
Spain, from the beginning of 1561 to the end 0 
of that war. This I confidered the proper #4 
ſchool of experience for a young man. About 
fourteen years ago, ſeeing the defects and ill | 
fucceſs in curing old ulcers of the legs, 1 in- | | 

| 


vented a new method of cure 2wizhout reft, by 
altering the ſtate of the blood, and removing 
the cauſe of acrimony by diet and mineral alte- 
ratives, nitre, &c. After repeated trials, and ex- 
perience in different parts of Europe, the Weſt 
Indies, and America, I ſettled in London, my 
native place, though a Scotchman has preſumed 1 
to call me a ranger. I made it my conſtant vl | : 
endeayor to improve on the plan of curing ul- _- ih 
cers; and confidering ſuch a diſcovery, if well 
known i in the profeſſion, might prove of public #4 

utility, | 
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utility, I publiſhed the new methods about ſix 
years ago. In this Eſſay was related faithfully 
the very means which had proved ſo ſucceſs- 
ful, illuſtrating the whole with a great number 
of well-authenticated caſes. In theſe were ſe- 
veral inſtances of perſons cured, who had been 
afflicted from three or four years to between 
thirty and forty years, with obſtinate ulcers, 
incurable by any other means ; and many re- 
ſpectable perſons are now living teſtimonies of 
the facts. Several of theſe very patients had 
been unſucceſsfully treated by the moſt emi- 
nent phyſicians and ſurgeons in this metro- 
polis“. 

I clearly refuted the prejudiced doctrine, 
that it 1s dangerous to cure old ulcers, and 
that gradually altering the habit by mineral 
alteratives, given in the mildeſt and gentleſt 
manner, every ſort of ulcer is curable, whe- 
ther callous, putrid, or fiſtulous, without dan» 
ger to the conſtitution ; nay, the conſtitution 
of patients is amended by this method, for I 
have ever conſidered the ulcer to be owing to 
a ſcorbutic habit, conſequently nothing is more 
neceſſary than to alter it. I have had ſeveral 
well-authenticated facts of the ſucceſs of theſe 
new methods in France, Italy, and Germany ; 
in which laſt country the Eſſay has been tranſ- 


* Sce Treatiſe on the Cure of Ulcers, 4th Edition. 


N SLA 1 

lated. Great has been the advantages in the 
Weſt Indies and America, and in every part of 
England, where the practitioners have been in- 

fluenced by a defire to cure their patients, 


* 
5 


wirhout any animoſity or envy to the inventor. 
From this conſtant practice, and making my 
houſe many years a receptacle for the afflicted 
poor, the numbers of. which were ſeldom leſs 
than from ten to- twelve thouſand annually in 
various diſeaſes, I had frequent opportunities 
of extending the utility of theſe and other me- 
thods, and improving them. I then began to 
conſider that other ulcers might be cured by a 
ſimilar plan. It was found I could reſolve the 
calloſity which commonly ſurrounds old ul- 
cers; and from analogous reaſoning I conceived 
that the cellular membrane of one part might 
be ſoftened by the ſame means which reſolved 
the induration of the other. | 
The induration about the anus, which is fre- 
quently productive of the fiſtula, has been cured, 
and often the fiſtula itſelf, by alteratives, fumi- 
gations, ſponge tent, or mercurial injections. 
I next imagined that a ſimilar method, with the 
addition of more penetrating remedies, would 
prove uſeful in glandular diſeaſes, as the King's 
evil, and the occuit cancer of the breaſts. 
I could often reſolve the hardneſſes of the 
breaſts, which happen during lying in, or from 
other cauſes. From being engaged in a very 
extenſive 
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extenſive practice of midwifery, and readily 


attending the poor for ſeveral years, I had vaſt 


opportunities of experience. When I had a ſuf- 
ficient number of proofs, and finding that the 
common methods of treating the breaſt, during 
lying in, was the cauſe of many diſaſterous 
events, I publiſhed my thoughts on the ſub- 
ject, in a ſmall Treatiſe on the Diſeaſes of the 
Breaſts of Women, the method of preventing 
the cancer, ſome obſervations, on the indiſcri- 
minate uſe of low diet during lying in, and 
other modern prejudices in the practice of mid- 


wifery. For this little production I received 
the encomiums of many of the learned in dif- 


ferent parts of Europe. 


I was afterwards induced to believe, that if 


diſeaſes of one glandular part were curable, that 


others might litetviſe be ſo; therefore the next 


attempts were on the ſcrophula, or King's evil, 


and ſeveral cafes were cured. 1 then extended my 
thoughts to cure the indurations of the breaſts 


without cutting, or any external application, and 
'cured ſome few recent cancerous breaſts which 


were condemned to be cut off. This embol- 
dened me to attempt to cure the ulcer of the 
uterus, or womb, cancerous indurations, and 
cancerous ulcers of other parts. I am happy 
to find the practice is ſometimes, though not 
N 5 N always, 


„„ of x 
always, attended with unexpected tuccefb; 3 
call it unexpected, for ſeldom have — 85 
applied until reduced to the greateſt extremity 
and danger, and given up, as loſt, by other 
phyſicians. The ulcer in the womb is too of- 
ten miſtaken for the fluor albus, ſtone, &e., and, 
if treated as ſuch, may prove an irreparable 
miſchief to the patient *®,'' If ro and then a 
patient may be liberated in ſome of theſe de- 
ſperate inſtances, which can be clearly proved, 
how. much eaſier would a cure be effected in the 
early ſtages of this terrible diſorder, when it is 
miſtaken for ſome other? How many agoni- 
zing tortures might be prevented to thoſe who 
are the unfortunate victims of this deplorable 
N diſeaſe J 


Improvements i in Diſcafes of the Eyes. ; 


From frequent obſervation F diſcovered that 
the common methods of treating diſcaſes of the 
eyes were very defective, crue}, and unſucceſs- 
ful. With unwearied diligence I applied my- 
ſelf to make improvements in the cure of theſe 
diſeaſes, after examining, with attention, the 
doctrines of the ancients and moderns. I firſt , 
diſcovered that in many inſtances the moſt Vio- 
lent inflammation could be cured in about 
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1 - This will appear in a future Treatiſe on Female, Ner- 
vous, and Hyſterical Diſcaſes, de. 
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. twenty-four or forty-eight hours on my prin- 
ciples, if no injurious external applications: had 


been uſed. This. led me to examine accurately 


the other diſeaſes of, the eyes, as the cataract, 
gutta ſerena, opacity of the cornea, &c. 


In many inſtances of the gutta ſerena I have: 


reſtored but few perſons to fight, though 1 
have been very induſtrious in my attempts. 


In the opacity of the cornea and cataract, 1 
have invented and publiſhed a new method to 


reſtore ſight chiefly by internal medicines. 0 
tween thirty.and forty patients, who were blind, 
have now perfect ſight, and are ö witneſſes” 


of this important diſcovery *. 


In the cataract, where the operation is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, I have invented inſtruments 


which render more facile this operation, and 
have had conſiderable ſucceſs in the extraction 
of the cataract, which is well known to ſome 


practitioners in this town. My inſtruments, 1 
hope, will be a eonſiderable acquiſition to the 


province of ſurgery, and the method uſed to 
prevent the inflammation in this operation wil. 


be of no ſmall ſervice tq the patient. 


In conſequence of theſe improvements, 3 
publiſhed a treatiſe on the principal diſeaſes 


*” See Treatiſe ou” Piet of the Eyes, Eyelids, &c.; 


Vith new methods of reſtoring defective or loſt viſion. 
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of the eyes, containing a eriticiſm on the an- 
cient and modern methods of cure, with obſer- 
vations on the preſent defective modes of treat- 
ment, and new and mild methods for the cure 
of diſeaſes of this organ, with the danger of 


— 


applying poultices to the eyes, and other exter- 


nal applications. This work has received more 
encomiums than, perhaps, it merited : in a fu- 
ture treatiſe 1 hope to introduce many new 
improvements, the reſult of much experience 
and theoretical reflection. 


As to advertiſing cures in cancerous caſes, it 


is an abſoJute falſehood, unleſs publiſhing a 


few remarkable caſes at the end of my treatiſe 


- on the cure of ulcerated legs be called adver- 


tiſing. One is a remarkable inftance of a man 
who loſt part of his upper jaw bone, five fore 
teeth, the palate bones were deftroyed, the ſep- 
tum, or the part which divides the noſtrils, 
was deftroyed, the whole mouth and inward 
part of the noſe were continued foul corroding 
ulcers. This poor man was perfectly cured 
by cinnabarine fumigations, &c., in five weeks 
in the depth of winter, after he had been for 


advice for near two years to every hoſpital in 


town, and to many eminent phyficians and 
ſurgeons. This fact is known to ſeveral men 
in the profeſſion, of no inconſiderable emi- 


nence. 


E 2 Another 
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Another inſtance is of the cure of a ſcirrhus 


of the teſticle and cancerous ulcers of the ſero- 
tum, which was condemned to be cut off by 


an eminent ſurgeon, | This. cancerous caſe I 
perfectly cured, and many others, by Plum- 
mer's pills, nitre, and fumigation. 

As to advertiſing cures in venereal caſes, it is 
likewiſe as untrue as the reſt. Indeed I have 
communicated to the world, in a pamphlet, a 


method of curing. the freſh-contrated gonor- 


rbœa, by a new and ſafe injection, compoſed of 5 
ol. amyg dal. dulc. argent. viv. and, mucilage of 


gum. arabic, with few medicines,' and have 


given my reaſons why all rough remedies are 


injurious to the conſtitution, I cannot con- 


ceive that publiſhing an uſeful invention is de- 
rogatory to the character of a phy ſician: af it 


be, I acknowledge myſelf guilty in ſeveral in- 
ſtances. 


Theſe works were the offspring of ardent en- 
deavors, in the early part of life, to detect 
prejudices, and obviate their evil tendency : 
but a much larger work occupies my attention, 
namely, the Schola Medicine, in Latin, con- ; 
taining the neweſt improvements in every branch 
of medical ſcience ; but 1 doubt much whether 


I may live to ſee it compleated. 


Thus I have endeavored, in my own vindi- 
cation, to ſtate a number of facts, in which I 
555 


1 


without reſt, reſtoring defektive and loft viſion, in 


many inſtances, by internal medicines only, and 
removing in ſome caſes that inveterate diſeaſe, 
the recent cancer. Theſe are the enterpriſes 
J have engaged in; the ſucceſs gives a pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction which is inex preſſible — a ſatiſ- 
faction unknown to narrow, contracted minds. 


Whether ſuch enterpriſes deſerve calumnies and 


purſuits ſhould be privately injured. by thoſe 


who have caught the ear of mankind by arti- 


fices, and who are indolent themſelves, let the 
world determine, But perhaps the Reviewers 


might mean, by enterpriſing, that I was a raſh 


practitioner. If ſo, I can only appeal to all 
the faculty who have read my works, they, I 
believe, will do me the juſtice to acknowledge 


that I never preſcribe any violent or irritating 


medicine, except on ratiohal principles. 


hope it will be foünd that I have abided by the 
ſtricteſt truth. I have, therefore, a right to 
elaim the diſcovery of curing ulcerated legs 


detraction, whether a reputation raiſed by ſuch 


Thus it muſt appear, that whatever was the 


meaning of you, or the Reviewers, in char- 
ging me with being an enterprifing ſurgeon, 


unleſs you meant it as an honorable diſtinction, 
that you have not adhered to truth. This is 
ſufficient to determine what dependence ſhould 


be placed on the other parts of the criticiſm; - 
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for if this be falſe and graundleſs, what proba- 
bility is there that any other part is true? „But 
1 ſhall proceed i in the examination of thig'gy- 
rious production. 


Were I to expatiate on the language and 


.groſs tautology of this flimſy criticiſm, and 
the unpreciſe meaning of moſt of the ſentences, 
might enlarge on the ſubject; but to cavil at 


words is not my intention; I ſhall leave that 


for thoſe whoſe-province it is, thoſe dealers 1 in 


words, the Monthly Reviewers. 7 75 
* We ſee him raiſed into the higher ſpliere 


« of medicine; ; where, however, not being 
« well received amongſt the grandees of the 
faculty, he challenges one of them to ſingle 


& combat; but we fear he will be diſcom- 
80 fited, * xc. | 


How came the Reviewers to aſſert that I was 
not well received? Where did they receive 


their information? Are the Reviewers phyſi- 
cians? or have ſome of the grandees of the fa- 


culty, as they are called, applied to them to 
make ſuch an aſſertion? Becauſe I declare it 
to be falſe and groundlefs. It is my happineſs - 
to be known and reſpected by ſeveral men of 
learning | in the profeſſion in this ergo) and 


other Parts of Europe. 


% But we fear he will be diſcomfited, 55 Sec, 


In this the Reviewers, or rather you, Dr. Hun- 


ter, 


———— — ͤ —Uäĩ—2 
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ter, have been miſtaken; ſo that your feats are 
ill founded and groundleſs. 75 


We are ſorry that his acceſſion of dignity 

6 has not introduced him among ſcholars, who 
© would-have'given him a little aſſiſtance.“ 
And ſo it ſeems that you and the Reviewers 
are ſorry. I am much obliged to you and them” 
for theſe expreſſious of grief; and, in return, 
I am ſorry that your cauſe is ſo bad, that, even 
with the joint aſſiſtance of ſuch ſagacious ſcho- 
lars, you have not been able to manufacture 
ſome rational defence of your conduct. As to 
aſſiſtance, I hope to be always capable, without 
aſſiſtance, to defend myſelf againſt you, or any 
others who attempt to injure me. You was 
4 likewiſe well acquainted with my ſucceſs at 
c the time I was propoſed to Be conſulted by 
* Lady H.'s friends; and you have ſeen the 

- *& lady M. S. in perfect health ſince the cure 

| « has been effected; and by confounding the 
6s tenſes of the verbs, &c. 


AY the foregoing paſſage is an a to 
make the Public believe that I had ſome inten- 
tion of miſleading them; but I have already 
anſwered this objection. The quibble about 
the verb is admirable for learned ſcholars and 
critics. Whoever criticiſes on mere words, in 

a medical tract, mult” be in a critical fituation 
' themſelves, and become objects of pity from 
their 
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theies ignorance; for ſuch puerile critics are un- 


deferving either of ridicule'or contempt. 
For what Dr. Rowley ſays in regard to 


Lady Holland's caſe, and to the manner in 
c which her diſorder was treated by the learned 


© phyſicians before named, we muſt, refer to 
« his pamphlet,” 


This laſt part, however, does honor to your 
cunning. The circumſtances of the greateſt ' 


importance to the Public are artfully concealed, 


namely, that of a' cure being performed, which - 
thoſe learned phyſicians, before conſulted with 
Dr. Hunter, conſidered incurable, But this 
filence wel} becomes the dignity of impartial- 


critics, does it not? It, however, degra. 


anſwers your purpoſee 
And now, Sir, permit me to adviſe you to 


form mean medical cabals againſt me; go, and 


proſtrate yourſelf in the moſt fobiaivs and 
ſervile manner to thoſe oracles of learning, thoſe 


mighty ſcholars, the Reviewers : perſuade them, 
by any means, however diſhonorable, to treat 


me with perſonal ſcurrility and abuſe ; pour 
forth your rancorous indignation, by falſe inu- 
endoes in private families, or through that li- 
terary channel, and it will afford me no ſmall 
diverſion. 


And, Sir, for the preſent J ſhall take leave | 
of nd, but expect, if there ſhould be occa- 


ſion, 
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” The rivers will be on the Ser of the = 
-  centa, the indiſcriminate uſe of low diet, and 
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ſome other prejudices in the practice of mi- 
wifery, injurious to the community. If I %. 
ſhould be obliged to bring forth, to public | 
view, the odious derail of facts in my poſſeſ. 
| fion on theſe ſubjects, they will beſt· determine 
whether you or I moſt deſerve the name of a 
raſb or enterpriſing practitioner. 


> IJ am, SIR, 
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FOREGOING LETTERS, 


7 ) 
= Ivy, 4 . . ry —. ” 


IT is but juſtice to che character of: Dr, 
-"Hubtee to communicate a fact relative to can- 
cerous diſorders. After I had publiſhed the ſe- 
lect obſervations, in which I gave many well- 


authenticated caſes of cures in ſome ſcirrhous 


and cancerous affections, and | in other inſtances 


F my ill ſucceſs, and communicated the mode of 


preparing the mineral alteratives, &c., which 


produced thoſe fayourable effects, or otherwiſe 
failed, Dr. Hunter, as I am in ormed by me- 
dical practitioners of great credit, adopted the 


— 


plan, and ſucceeded in ſome inſtances. This 1 


mention, much to his honor, however we might 


differ i in other reſpects. I can only add, that 


after a trial of the calomel as prepared” by 


Scbeele, or when it is only ſublimed tree 


times and waſbed, it never acts, as an altera- 
tive, ſo certainly as the fix or ten times ſublimad 


calome!, - called by 6s when” waſhed, . 
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